BladderScan Plays Key Role in New Training Video
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Bladder Volume Instrument Dramatically Reduces Incontinent Episodes by One

MIllion Dollars in Nursing Aid Tine.

BOTHELL, Wash., May 3 /PRNewswi re/ -- Diagnostic U trasound' s Bl adder Scan
will be featured in a new clinical education video set to be released in
m d- May by Wellspring I nnovative Solutions, an alliance of 11 skilled nursing
facilities based in Wsconsin. The video depicts |line staff enpl oyees
denonstrating proper use of the Bl adderScan and tal ki ng about the instrunent's
benefits to both patients and staff. The video will be used in new enpl oyee
orientation and staff training.
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The Bl adder Scan uses noni nvasi ve, ultrasound technology to rapidly revea
the amount of urine in a patient's bladder. The instrument's use in long-term
care facilities translates into fewer catheterizations and resulting
infections for residents. The Bl adder Scan earned a priority slot in the video
because it has dramatically reduced incontinent episodes in Wllspring
facilities and is an integral part of a conprehensive incontinence program
based on best practices.

"W have a total of 1,100 residents. In 1998 we prevented about
256, 000 i nconti nent epi sodes based on gathering quarterly data on our
resi dents who were incontinent. We know this because we conpared net episodes
fromthe year before," said Mary Ann Kehoe, executive director of Wellspring.

She added that the cost savings has been significant, too. "If you take
sonebody in a wheelchair to the bathroom it takes eight mnutes to get them
there. By contrast, if there is an incontinent episode it takes 22 minutes to
clean and tidy themup. We cal cul ated projected savings of nearly
one mllion dollars in nurse aide tinme total throughout the alliance,"”

Kehoe sai d.

(Vi deo: http://www.videonewswire.com/DIS/050101/ )

An unexpected benefit of the Bl adder Scan has been its popularity anmong
line staff not only because it's easy to use but because it has inproved
wor ki ng condi ti ons. Kehoe said staff nenbers are happi er when there is |ess
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i ncontinence. As for residents, she said the instrument is preserving the
dignity of elderly residents and inproving quality of life. "Catheterization
is an invasion of privacy," said Kehoe, a registered nurse as well as an
admi ni strator.

Kehoe noted that the Bl adder Scan trai ning and ot her facets of the
elimnation and incontinence programare ained at staff nenbers closest to
residents on a daily basis: housekeepers, nurse aides, |laundry staff and
ot hers. Bl adderScan training is not done with housekeepers, but with nursing
and restorative staff. However, the training nmodule is interdisciplinary. The
idea is to teach known best practices in clinical care to line staff so those
around the residents every day can use what they learn to inprove care.

Leslie Woldridge, a geriatric nurse practitioner and co-owner of the
Vel | spring program introduced the Bl adderScan to Wellspring facilities
Si X years ago

"One great thing about the BladderScan is that it's user friendly. W
teach everyone to use it. And, because of the Bl adder Scan we know when peopl e
really need to be catheterized, so people aren't catheterized on a toileting
schedul e any nore," said Wol dridge.

She added that non-invasive procedures such as use of the Bl adder Scan to
determ ne appropriate care gives residents nore quality of life on a
day-t o-day basis.

Di agnostic U trasound Corporation is a rapidly grow ng manufacturer and
supplier of nmedical instrunents with annual sales revenue of $18 million in
2000 and 130 enpl oyees. The conpany serves custonmers through its own sal es
organi zation in the USA and an international distributor network covering nore
than 30 countries worldw de. Information about Diagnostic Utrasound and its
products can be found at the corporate website http://www.dxu.com/ or by
contacting Diagnostic Utrasound at 21222 30th Drive SE, Ste 120, Bothell, WA
by phone 800-331-2313 or by fax: 425-883-2896.

FOR FURTHER | NFORVATI ON CONTACT: Karen Fournier, Director of Mrketing at
800- 331-2313 x 1696 or mailto:%20Kfournier@dxu.com.
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